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ON COOPERATION IN NUCLEAR SAFETY MATTER
The Nuciear Regulatory Commission of the United States of America (USNRC) and the National
Nuclear Safety Administration of the People's Republic of China (NNSA), the two together -

hereinafter referred to as the Parties;

In accordance with and subject to the "A'greement Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government of the People's Republic of China on Cooperation in
Science and Technology," signed in Washington on January 31, 1979, as amended and

. extended (hereinafter referred to as the Agreement);

Considering also the "Protocol Between the Nuclear Regulatory Commission of the United
States of America and the National Nuclear Safety Administration of the People's Republic of
China on Cooperation in Nuclear Safety Matters," signed in Washington on October 17, 1981,

as amended and extended in Vienna on October 17, 1986, and as amended and extended in

Shanghai on January 11, 1993 (hereinaﬂér referred to as the Protocol);




In view of the joint cooperative efforts and results achieved by the Parties, and the Parties’

reaffirmation of the importance of continued close cooperation in nuclear safety matters;

Have agreed as follows:
ARTICLE 1

The Parties will conduct exchanges and cooperation in the areas of nuclear saféty science,

technology, and regulation on the basis of equality, reciprocity, and mutual benefit.

A. The cooperation on nuclear safety regulation of civil nuclear installations may include the

following areas:

1. The compilation of safety regulations;

2. Safety assessment of the construction, commissioning, operation, and
decommissioning of nuclear power plants, fuel cycle facilities, and other civil

nuclear installations;

3. Safety inspection of the construction, commissioning, operation, and

decommissioning of nuclear power plants, fuel cycle facilities, and other civil

nuclear installations;




4. Operational feedback experience of nuclear power plants, fuel cycle facilities, and

other civil nuclear installations;
5. Emergency preparedness and response;
6. Radiation protection;
7. Research on and development of nucle‘ar safety technology; and
8. Other areas as mutually agreed.
The‘ cooperation may include the following forms:
1. Exchange of nuclear safety information of mutual interest;

2. Exchange of nuclear safety specialists, delegations, and scientific and technical

personnel to lecture, study, or participate in the work of the other Party;

3. Collaborative research on subjects of mutual interest and joint research
programs;
4, Joint organization of symposia and seminars;
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5. Technical consultations on nuclear safety issues; and
6. Other forms of cooperation as mutually agreed.
ARTIC!_E 2
To the exﬁent that it is permitted to do so under its laws, regulations, and policy
directives, the U.S. side will provide to the Chinese side the following types of information

pertaining to the safe regulation of civil nuclear installations:

1. Code of Federal Regulations and examination and approval process and

reguiations for nuclear power plants;

2. Nuclear Safety Regulatory Guides;

3. Publications which describe the regulatory process, as they are available;
4. Technical reports of a generic nature;
5. Weekly compilation of news releases;




Power reactor current events and bulletins on construction, operation, and
decommissioning experience, and analysis and evaluation reports on operational

data; and

Other nuciear safety information as agreed.

To the extent that it is permitted to do so under its’ laws, regulations, and policy

directives, the Chinese side will provide to the U.S. side the following types of information

pertaining to the safe regulation of civil nuclear installations:

1.

Nuclear safety regulations, codes, guides, and standards;
Nuclear safety regulatory reports;
Annual report;

Publications which describe construction and operating experience, safety

research, and regulation of nuclear power plants; and

- Other nuclear safety information as agreed.




ARTICLE 3

A. Wsthin the limits of available resources and legislative authority, the U.S. side will assist
the Chinese side in providing certain training and experience for its nuclear
safety personnel. The following are typical of the kinds of on-the-job training and

experience that may be provided:

1. Chinese nuclear safety personnel accompaniment of U.S. inspectors on

operating reactor and reactor construction (if available) inspections in the U.S..

2. Participation by Chinese nuclear safety personnel in USNRC staff training
courses conducted at the USNRC's Technical Training Center in Chattanooga,

Tennessee; and

3. Assignment of Chinese nuclear safety personnel to work within thé USNRC staff
to gain experience in the practices and procedures followed by the USNRC in its

regulation of U.8. nuclear facilities.

To the extent that the documents and other technical assistance provided by the USNRC

are not adequate to meet thé needs of the Chinese side for technical advice, the Parties

will consult on the best means for meeting such needs.




B. Within the limits of available resources and legal authority, the Chinese side will receive

nuclear safety personnel of the U.S. side under the following typical forms:.

1. The Chinese side will welcome U.S. nuclear safety personnel in specific fields to

visit China and hoid joint discussions on nuclear safety regulatory matters; and

2. The Chinese side will invite U.S. nuclear safety experts to China to give lectures

and hold joint discussions on nuclear safety regulatory matters.

To the extent possible, the Chinese side will make every effort to assist the U.S. side in
meeting its requests for information on nuclear regulatory activities, or the Parties will

consult on the best means for meeting such needs.
ARTICLE 4 -

The execution of joint programs and projects of safety research-and development, or those
programs and projects under which activities are divided between the Parties, including the use
of test facilities and/or computer programs owned by either Party, will be agreed uponon a |
case-by-case basis and will, in general, be thé sﬁbject of separate, specific letters of agreement
which, while they are in effect, are to be appended to the Protocol. Each Party, based on its
own research, will transmit immediately to the other Party information of which it becomes aware

concerning research results known to have urgent safety implications for nuclear facilities

operating in the country of the other Party.




Temporary assignments of qualified nuclear safety experts by one Party in the other Party's
agency will also be considered on a case-by-case basis and will, in general, be the sﬁbject of

separate letters of agreement.
ARTICLE §

It is understood tﬁat exchanges of information and technology undertaken in connection with
these cooperative efforts will be limited to those which are useful in the development of a
nuplear safety regulatory program. Neither Party i$ required to take any action which would be
inconsistent with its taws, regulations and policy directives. No nuclear information related to

profiferation-sensitive technologies will be exchanged.
ARTICLE 6

This Protocol will be subject to the Agreement, including its Annex on the protection of

intellectual property.
ARTICLE 7
This Protoco! will also be subject to the availability of funds and personnel of each Party. The

payment of costs will be decided by mutual written agreement on a case-by—caée basis. In

principle, the sharing of costs between the Parties will be decided according to the extent of °

benefit by each Party.




ARTICLE 8

All stipulated activities under the Protoco! will be conducted under the guidance of the US-PRC

Joint Commission on Scientific and Technological Cooperation.

In ofder to coordinéte the stipulated activities under this Protocol, each Party will'designate a
representative. The representatives designated by each Party may, by correspondenbe, decide
upon the adoption, coordination, and implementation of cooperative activities and on other
related matters. When necessary, the representatives, by mutual agreement, may call meetings

on an irregular basis to consider matters related to the implementation of this Protocol.

ARTICLE 9

Nuclear safety information derived from cooperative activities under this Protocol may be made
avaitable, unless ofhewvise agreed in writing between the two Parties, to the world nuclear
‘regulatory community through custOmary-channels and in accordance with the normal

procedures and domestic laws of the Parties.
ARTICLE 10

The application or use of any information exchanged or transferred between the Parties under

this Protocol will be the responsibility of the receiving Party, and the transmitting Party does not

warrant the suitability of such information for any particular use or application.




ARTICLE 11

This Protocol will enter into force upon signature, and will remain in force for a five-year period

or for the duration of the Agreement, whichever is shorter. It may be amended or extended by

 mutual written agreement.

This Protocol may be terminated at ény time at the discretion of either Party upon at least six

months' advance notification in writing by the Party seeking to terminate the Protocol.

The termination of this Protocol will not affect the validity or duration of specific activities being

undertaken héreunder.

DONE at Vienna, this 24th day of September 1998, in duplicate, in the English and Chinese

languages, both texts being equally authentic.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY 'FOR THE NATIONAL NUCLEAR

COMMISSION OF THE - SAFETY ADMINISTRATION OF
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA:

Sty Jidde
Shirley Ann Jackson - Zao Cheng Kun

Chairman Director General
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